Use of Specialized Aids and Services 

Currently, 55% of Quebec’s 22 260 children with disabilities aged 5 to 14 years use specialized aids or services as means to compensate for their disability. However 31% of the 22 260 children have unmet needs (Institut de la Statistique du Québec, 2006.).
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Graphique 1 

Nombre d'enfants présentant une incapacité groupe d'âge 5-14 ans, besoin 

d'appareil ou de services et besoin non comblé, Canada, 2001
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The severity of a child’s disability increases the possibility of having access to aids. “Approximately two thirds of severely disabled children aged 5 to 14 years use specialized aids or services in contrast to 43% of children living with mild disabilities” (Institut de la Statistique du Québec, 2006, p.115).

In Canada, the 2001 Participation Activity Limitations Survey (PALS) revealed that the number of disabled children (5 to 14 years), who require specialized aids or services rose to 104 800 (68%); (Canadian Council for Social Development, 2004). Children with reduced agility are those who most often require the assistance of an aid or service (88%), followed by children with reduced mobility and children with vision impairments (85%), children with hearing impairments (81%), and lastly children with speech impairments or learning disability (77%).

Computers were reported as being the most needed aid among children with disabilities (38% of disabled Canadian children aged 5 to 14 years). Computers were reported as a means for communication and speech recognition software ranked as the most needed aid (63% and 48% respectively).

	Table 4

	Number of disabled Children (5-14 years) with type of need and percentage of unmet needs (CANADA, 2001).

	 
	Number of children
who need aids/services
	Percentage of unmet needs
 

	Computer (learning)
	40 280
	21%

	Recording devices (learning)
	10 450
	*20%

	Talking books (learning)
	10 340
	*26%

	Hearing aids
	10 200
	**

	Speech recognition software (learning)
	8 700
	48%

	Walker
	*3 620
	**

	Computer for communicating (speech)
	*3 610
	*63%

	Amplifier (hearing)
	*3 280
	*17%

	* This data cannot be guaranteed given the limited sample size. 

	** Due to the limited sample, we can only estimate the data. 

	Source: Statistics Canada, 2001 Participation and Activity Limitations Survey.

Taken from: Canadian Council for Social Development, 2004. 


In total, slightly more than half of the 104 800 children (48 610) aged 5 to 14 years reported a need for specialized aids or services.  

Source : Statistique Canada, Enquête sur la participation et les limitations d’activité de 2001; Conseil canadien de développement social. 2004








